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Robert lV. Marks, T H E D YMAXIAN WORLD OF
BUC K:'IINSTER F ULL ER.
Reinh old Publishing Corp. , l EW Y ORK , 1960.
Certa inly one of the most fascinatin g persons in ou r
contempora ry Ameri can scene is the designer Buckminster Fuller. Not only is Fuller an extremely " pop ula r"
figure am ong intell ectuals, designers and students today,
but he ha s been outstanding in the minds of man y
people for well over 30 years. Th ose who have had the
opportunity of meeting and hearing thi s man have inevita bly been tremend ousl y impressed with his penetrating ap pro ach to a vast ra nge of hu man -oriented
problems. Fulle r's geodesic dome is literall y a by word
in contempo rary arc hitecture, but it should not be forgo tten that as far back as the late 1920's that he was
designi ng his first " Dymax ion" house, which entailed a
full utili zat ion of our mass pr odu ction techniques ; and
that in the 1930's he was exper imenting with his metal
single-piece " unita ry" bath room un its and his thr ee
wheeled dymax ian aut omobil es.
The breadth of Full er's work form s the base for
this study by Robert Marks. Well over half of the book
is devoted to photographs and dr awings of Fuller's designs fr om the 1920 's to the present. Th e text seeks pr imaril y to expla in Fuller 's creations in the designer's
own language and withi n his own phil osophical system.
Because of the autho r's close rapport with the designer,
one almost feels that the text is by Fuller him self, rath er
than someone else. Thi s partisan ship on the part of the
auth or removes an y possibility that this might be a
critical study of the remarkable man in term s of the
for ces and influences which ha ve played such a significant part in his development. As is so often the case
with writings ab out Fr ank Lloyd Wri gh t, Full er is pr esented to us as a singula r lone genius, completely separ ated fr om the world in which he lived. Perhaps though,
one is expecting too much, especially when the subject
is still living, in the way of a cr itical approach.
Alth ough these limitations are quite serious, nevertheless this book does fulfil a real need in simply publishing Fuller 's man y accomplishments. Th e num er ous
illustrations pr esent a rather full and detai led picture
of the man y inventi ons which ha ve occupied the mind
of this remarkabl e twenti eth century man.
-s-David Gebhard
FRA, 'K LLOYD W RIGH T: W RITI GS A D B UILDING selected
by Edgar Kaufmann and Ben Raeburn, M ERIDIA. · B OOKS,
few Y ork 1.95 in paper; 3.95 in cloth.
Because of what publishers have felt to be the limited circulation of books on ar chit ecture and also due to
the expense of produ cing the many needed ill ustra tive
plates, most ar chitectural books are far mor e expensive
than peop le can generally aff ord. It is welcome to note
that a limited number of inexpensive pap er back editions
ar e now beginning to be published. Among the most
recent of these is the present book which contains a wide
and sensitiv el y selected group of writings by Wright ,
together with a large numb er of half tone and lin e cut
illu strations of many of his imp ortant buildings and
pr ojects. The writings ar e gro uped in such a mann er as
to explain the various pha ses of the ar chit ect's work ,
from the early 1890's until the tim e of his death in 1959.
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GAS

COOLI I!

GAS
HE II G!

I ncreasi ng de ma nd fr om homeowner s and businessmen for the
economy and efficiency of gas air
cond itio ning and hea ting sys tems is
turn ing addi tional manufacturers to
production of gas-fired equipment.
Result: A broad selection of efficient
systems for residential. commercial
and indu strial app lications.
Whet her requirements call for a
t hree-ton reside ntial unit, or a 3,000ton industria l insta llation, you' ll
a ss u re yo u r custo me rs t he mos t
economica l and efficient service by
spec ifying gas-fired equipment . For
deta ils on gas hea tin g and air condit ioning, please contact

SOUTHERN UNION
GAS COMPANY
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